Alcohol has the peculiarity of being absorbed from the stomach in considerable quantities. After administration of ordinary doses as much as 25 per cent is taken up from the stomach and the balance is absorbed from the upper part of the small intestines. It appears in the blood in 5 minutes after it is taken by the mouth, its concentration reaching the maximum in about 1-i hours and then slowly declining. The maximum After absorption, however, it produces dilatation of the blood vessels, particularly those of the vessels of the skin; this fact is probably due to its action on the heart-regulating centre, thus causing a lowering of the blood pressure.
Physiological action of alcohol
Alcohol has the peculiarity of being absorbed from the stomach in considerable quantities. After administration of ordinary doses as much as 25 per cent is taken up from the stomach and the balance is absorbed from the upper part of the small intestines. It appears in the blood in 5 minutes after it is taken by the mouth, its concentration reaching the maximum in about 1-i hours and then slowly declining. The maximum concentration in the blood is somewhat higher than in other tissues. Even the kidneys have not the power of concentrating alcohol as its percentage in urine is about the same as that in venous blood. In those who are accustomed to its use nearly the whole quantity taken is broken up by the tissues, only about 2 per cent usually being excreted by the breath and urine, and not more than 10 per cent in any case. Concentration of alcohol in the blood can be approximately calculated by dividing the quantity absorbed, by the body weight. Strong alcoholic drinks produce somewhat higher concentration in the blood than diluted drinks. A concentration of 0.055 per cent in blood produces slight mental disturbance; marked symptoms appear even in habitual drunkards when the concentration reaches 0.25 per cent. ' According to Clark (1937) After absorption, however, it produces dilatation of the blood vessels, particularly those of the vessels of the skin; this fact is probably due to its action on the heart-regulating centre, thus causing a lowering of the blood pressure. [June, 1942 (b) 
4-5
1,500 c.cm. or 2J pints.
It will be seen from this that country beers, which contain even smaller percentages of alcohol, will require 4 or 5 pints to produce intoxicating effects (Clark, 1937 Bedford (1906) and by Chopra (1927) 
